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THE FISHERMAN AND HISWIFE

THERE was once a fisherman who lived with his wife ditch, close
by the sea-side. The fisherman used to go outaglladfishing; and
one day, as he sat on the shore with his rod, tapkit the shining
water and watching his line, all on a sudden histflwas dragged
away deep under the sea: and in drawing it up Heda great fish
out of the water. The fish said to him, 'Pray let Ime: | am not a real
fish; I am an enchanted prince, put me in the waggin, and let me
go.' 'Oh!" said the man, 'you need not make so mamgs about the
matter; | wish to have nothing to do with a fislttican talk; so swim
away as soon as you please.' Then he put him bazkhe water, and
the fish darted straight down to the bottom, aritlddong streak of
blood behind him.

When the fisherman went home to his wife in thehdithe told her
how he had caught a great fish, and how it had ot it was an
enchanted prince, and that on hearing it speakaldeldt it go again.
'Did you no ask it for any thing?' said the wifdo;" said the man,
'‘what should | ask for?' 'Ah!" said the wife, 'weel very wretchedly
here in this nasty stinking ditch; do go back, &ltthe fish we want
a little cottage.’

The fisherman did not much like the business: hardwve went to the
sea, and when he came there the water looked l&lweand green.
And he stood at the water's edge, and said,

'O man of the sea!
Come listen to me,
For Alice my wife,
The plague of my life,
Has sent me to beg a boon of thee!'

Then the fish came swimming to him, and said, 'WeHlat does she
want?' 'Ah!" answered the fisherman, 'my wife stngt when | had

caught you, | ought to have asked you for somethigigre | let you

go again; she does not like living any longer ia thitch, and wants a
little cottage." 'Go home, then,' said the fislhe'ss in the cottage
already.' So the man went home, and saw his wafedgtg at the door
of a cottage. 'Come in, come in,’ said she; 'istlmistmuch better than



the ditch?' And there was a parlour, and a bed-bleanand a kitchen;
and behind the cottage there was a little gardeth ail sorts of
flowers and fruits, and a court-yard full of ducksd chickens. 'Ah!'
said the fisherman, 'how happily we shall live!'eWill try to do so at
least,' said his wife.

Every thing went right for a week or two, and tH2ame Alice said,
'Husband, there is not room enough in this cottdgecourt-yard and
garden are a great deal too small; | should likbaee a large stone
castle to live in; so go to the fish again, and lén to give us a
castle.' 'Wife,' said the fisherman, 'l don't ltkego to him again, for
perhaps he will be angry; we ought to be conterth the cottage.'
'‘Nonsense!" said the wife; 'he will do it very wilily; go along, and

try.'
The fisherman went; but his heart was very heamg:\ahen he came

to the sea, it looked blue and gloomy, though & waite calm, and he
went close to it, and said,

'O man of the sea!
Come listen to me,
For Alice my wife,
The plague of my life,
Hath sent me to beg a boon of thee!"

'‘Well, what does she want now?' said the fish."a&id the man very
sorrowfully, 'my wife wants to live in a stone dast'Go home then,’
said the fish, 'she is standing at the door ofrgaaly.” So away went
the fisherman, and found his wife standing befoggeat castle. 'See,’
said she, 's not this grand?' With that they wiatd the castle
together, and found a great many servants theik,tla rooms all
richly furnished and full of golden chairs and &fland behind the
castle was a garden, and a wood half a mile laulgof sheep, and
goats, and hares, and deer; and in the court-yard stables and cow-
houses. 'Well," said the man, 'now will we live orted and happy in
this beautiful castle for the rest of our liveBerhaps we may,' said the
wife; 'but let us consider and sleep upon it befeoee make up our
minds:' so they went to bed.

The next morning, when Dame Alice awoke, it wasadroay-light,
and she jogged the fisherman with her elbow, and, s&et up,
husband, and bestir yourself, for we must be kih@lbthe land.'
'Wife, wife," said the man, 'why should we wishb king? | will not



be king.' "Then | will," said Alice. 'But, wife,hawered the fisherman,
'how can you be king? the fish cannot make young.kiHusband,'
said she, 'say no more about it, but go and twilllbe king! So the

man went away, quite sorrowful to think that higeashould want to
be king. The sea looked a dark grey colour, and eea®red with

foam as he cried out,

'O man of the sea!
Come listen to me,
For Alice my wife,
The plague of my life,
Hath sent me to beg a boon of thee!’

'‘Well, what would she have now?' said the fisha$Alsaid the man,
'my wife wants to be king." 'Go home.' said théh;fishe is king
already.'

Then the fisherman went home; and as he came wdke palace, he
saw a troop of soldiers, and heard the sound ahdrand trumpets;
and when he entered in, he saw his wife sittingadmgh throne of
gold and diamonds, with a golden crown upon hedhead on each
side of her stood six beautiful maidens, each a tliaeker than the
other. 'Well, wife," said the fisherman, 'are yoogR' 'Yes,' said she, 'l
am king.' And when he had looked at her for a lomg, he said; 'Ah,
wife! what a fine thing it is to be king! now weahnever have any
thing more to wish for." 'l don't know how that mhg," said she;
'never is a long time. | am king, 'tis true, buiegin to be tired of it,
and | think | should like to be emperor.' 'Alasfeliwhy should you

wish to be emperor?' said the fisherman. 'Husbaad|'she 'go to the
fish; 1 say | will be emperor.’ 'Ah, wife!" replietthe fisherman, ‘the
fish cannot make an emperor, and | should nottlikesk for such a
thing." 'l am king," said Alice, ‘and you are mg\ad, so go directly!
So the fisherman was obliged to go; and he muttasdte went along,
"This will come to no good, it is too much to asite fish will be tired

at last, and then we shall repent of what we haweed He soon
arrived at the sea, and the water was quite blackrauddy, and a
mighty whirlwind blew over it; but he went to theae, and said,

'O man of the seal
Come listen to me,
For Alice my wife,



The plague of my life,
Hath sent me to beg a boon of thee!'

'‘What would she have now! said the fish. 'Ah!'dstie fisherman,
'she wants to be emperor.' 'Go home,' said the B&le is emperor
already.'

So he went home again; and as he came near heisawfé sitting
on a very lofty throne made of solid gold, with @& crown on her
head full two yards high, and on each side of kmosdsher guards and
attendants in a row, each one smaller than ther,oftoen the tallest
giant down to a little dwarf no bigger than my fangAnd before her
stood princes, and dukes, and earls: and the fisrewent up to her
and said, 'Wife, are you emperor?' 'Yes,' said 'sla@ emperor.' 'Ah!’
said the man as he gazed upon her, 'what a fimg titiis to be
emperor!' 'Husband,' said she, 'why should we atdeing emperor; |
will be pope next.' 'O wife, wife!" said he, 'hoarcyou be pope? there
is but one pope at a time in Christendom.' 'Huspaaid she, 'l will
be pope this very day." 'But,’ replied the husbdtia: fish cannot
make you pope." 'What nonsense!" said she, 'if & make an
emperor, he can make a pope, go and try him.' &figherman went.
But when he came to the shore the wind was ragind,the sea was
tossed up and down like boiling water, and the shwgre in the
greatest distress and danced upon the waves mex$tlfig in the
middle of the sky there was a little blue, but todgathe south it was
all red as if a dreadful storm was rising. At tkhe fisherman was
terribly frightened, and trembled, so that his lsn&rocked together:
but he went to the shore and said,

'O man of the sea!
Come listen to me,
For Alice my wife,
The plague of my life,.
Hath sent me to beg a boon of thee!"

'What does she want now?' said the fish. 'Ah!" sagdfisherman, 'my
wife wants to be pope.’' 'Go home,’ said the fdie is pope already.’

Then the fisherman went home, and found his witengion a throne
that was two miles high; and she had three greatrts on her head,
and around stood all the pomp and power of the €hwand on each
side were two rows of burning lights, of all sizts greatest as large
as the highest and biggest tower in the world, thedleast no larger



than a small rushlight. 'Wife," said the fishernmamhe looked at all
this grandeur, 'Are you pope?' 'Yes,' said shan'lpope.’ 'Well, wife,’
replied he, ‘it is a grand thing to be pope; anev n@u must be
content, for you can be nothing greater.' 'l wdhsider of that," said
the wife. Then they went to bed: but Dame Aliceldauot sleep all
night for thinking what she should be next. At lagirning came, and
the sun rose. 'Ha!' thought she as she lookedfatoiigh the window,
‘cannot | prevent the sun rising?' At this she wary angry, and she
wakened her husband, and said, 'Husband, go ftissthand tell him |
want to be lord of the sun and moon.' The fishermaa half asleep,
but the thought frightened him so much, that hetesiaand fell out of
bed. 'Alas, wife!" said he, ‘cannot you be conteriie pope?' 'No," said
she, 'l am very uneasy, and cannot bear to sesuth@nd moon rise
without my leave. Go to the fish directly.’'

Then the man went trembling for fear; and as he gasg down to

the shore a dreadful storm arose, so that the &re@she rocks shook;
and the heavens became black, and the lightningegjaand the
thunder rolled; and you might have seen in thegseat black waves
like mountains with a white crown of foam upon theand the

fisherman said,

'O man of the sea!
Come listen to me,
For Alice my wife,
The plague of my life,
Hath sent me to beg a boon of thee!"

'What does she want now?' said the fish. 'Ah!" kaidshe wants to be
lord of the sun and moon.' 'Go home," said the, figh your ditch
again!" And there they live to this very day.



TOM THUMB

THERE was once a poor woodman sitting by the firdnis cottage,

and his wife sat by his side spinning. 'How lonilis," said he, ‘for

you and me to sit here by ourselves without anidodm to play about
and amuse us, while other people seem so happgnang with their

children!" 'What you say is very true,’ said thefewisighing and

turning round her wheel, 'how happy should | bé ifad but one

child! and if it were ever so small, nay, if it veeno bigger than my
thumb, | should be very happy, and love it deaioWw it came to

pass that this good woman's wish was fulfilled psshe desired; for,
some time afterwards, she had a little boy who euate healthy and
strong, but not much bigger than my thumb. So theag, 'Well, we

cannot say we have not got what we wished for, kitld, as he is, we
all love him dearly;' and they called him Tom Thumb

They gave him plenty of food, yet he never grewgbig but remained
just the same size as when he was born; still yes svere sharp and
sparkling, and he soon showed himself to be a clitle fellow, who
always knew well what he was about. One day, asvttt@man was
getting ready to go into the wood to cut fuel, lags'l wish | had
some one to bring the cart after me, for | wantrake haste.' 'O
father!" cried Tom, 'l will take care of that; tleart shall be in the
wood by the time you want it.' Then the woodmargtad, and said,
'How can that be? you cannot reach up to the holsalle.' ‘Never
mind that, father,’ said Tom : 'if my mother wilhlg harness the
horse, | will get into his ear and tell him whiclayto go.' ‘Well," said
the father, 'we will try for once.’

When the time came, the mother harnessed the toitbe cart, and

put Tom into his ear; and as he sat there, tHe httan told the beast
how to go, crying out, '‘Go on," and 'Stop," as laated; so the horse
went on just as if the woodman had driven it hirhseb the wood. It

happened that, as the horse was going a littléasip and Tom was
calling out 'Gently! Gently!" two strangers came. ifhat an odd

thing that is!" said one, 'there is a cart goirmgngl and | hear a carter
talking to the horse, but can see no one.' 'Thatrenge," said the
other; 'let us follow the cart and see where itsjo8o they went on
into the wood, till at last they came to the pladeere the woodman
was. Then Tom Thumb, seeing his father, cried'Se#g, father, here |
am, with the cart, all right and safe; now take dogn.' So his father



took hold of the horse with one hand, and withdtteer took his son
out of the ear; then he put him down upon a stmalegre he sat as
merry as you please. The two strangers were alltime looking on,

and did not know what to say for wonder. At lase daok the other
aside and said, 'That little urchin will make oartéine if we can get
him and carry him about from town to town as a shaw must buy

him." So they went to the woodman and asked hint Wwhavould take

for the little man: 'He will be better off," saidety, ‘with us than with
you." 'l won't sell him at all,’ said the fatheny own flesh and blood
is dearer to me than all the silver and gold in wweld." But Tom,

hearing of the bargain they wanted to make, crephtis father's coat
to his shoulder, and whispered in his ear, 'Takentbney, father, and
let them have me, I'll soon come back to you.'

So the woodman at last agreed to sell Tom to tamgers for a large
piece of gold. 'Where do you like to sit?' said ohéhem. '‘Oh! put me
on the rim of your hat, that will be a nice galldoy me; | can walk
about there, and see the country as we go aloogth&/ did as he
wished; and when Tom had taken leave of his fatiey took him
away with them. They journeyed on till it begarb®dusky, and then
the little man said, 'Let me get down, I'm tirésld the man took off
his hat and set him down on a clod of earth in a ploudgiedd by the
side of the road. But Tom ran about amongst theofus, and at last
slipt into an old mouse-hole. '‘Good night, mastesaid he, 'I'm off!
mind and look sharp after me the next time.' Thay directly to the
place, and poked the ends of their sticks intanbeise-hole, but all in
vain; Tom only crawled farther and farther in, aatdlast it became
quite dark, so that they were obliged to go theaywvithout their
prize, as sulky as you please.

When Tom found they were gone, he came out of iimdpplace.
'What dangerous walking it is," said he, 'in thisughed field! If |
were to fall from one of these great clods, | sdatdrtainly break my
neck." At last, by good luck, he found a large gngstail-shell. 'This
is lucky," said he, 'l can sleep here very welid @ he crept. Just as
he was falling asleep he heard two men passingoardsaid to the
other, 'How shall we manage to steal that rich gdsssilver and
gold?' 'I'll tell you,' cried Tom. 'What noise wHgt?' said the thief,
frightened, 'l am sure | heard some one speak.y ®teod still
listening, and Tom said, 'Take me with you, anldstion show you
how to get the parson's money.' '‘But where are 'ygai@ they. 'Look
about on the ground,’ answered he, 'and listeneminer sound comes
from." At last the thieves found him out, and kfteim up in their



hands. 'You little urchin!" said they, 'what caruyao for us?' ‘Why |
can get between the iron window-bars of the passtwuse, and
throw you out whatever you want.' 'That's a gooought,” said the
thieves, 'come along, we shall see what you cdn do.

When they came to the parson's house, Tom sliptigir the window-

bars into the room, and then called out as louldeasould bawl, "Will

you have all that is here?' At this the thievesenfeghtened, and said,
'Softly, softly! Speak low, that you may not awakamy body. But

Tom pretended not to understand them, and bawleagain, 'How

much will you have? Shall | throw it all out?' Ndhe cook lay in the
next room, and hearing a noise she raised hemselfer bed and
listened. Meantime the thieves were frightened, r@mdoff to a little

distance; but at last they plucked up courage, said, The little

urchin is only trying to make fools of us." So thegme back and
whispered softly to him, saying, 'Now let us hawe more of your

jokes, but throw out some of the money.' Then Taited out as load
as he could, 'Very well: hold your hands, hereaines." The cook
heard this quite plain, so she sprang out of betiran to open the
door. The thieves ran off as if a wolf was at theils; and the maid,
having groped about and found nothing, went awawflght. By the

time she returned, Tom had slipt off into the bamg when the cook
had looked about and searched every hole and c¢oaner found

nobody; she went to bed, thinking she must have beeaming with

her eyes open. The little man crawled about inhdneloft, and at last
found a glorious place to finish his night's rastso he laid himself
down, meaning to sleep till day-light, and therdfims way home to
his father and mother. But, alas! how cruelly wasdisappointed!

what crosses and sorrows happen in this world! ok got up early
before day-break to feed the cows: she went straglhe hay-loft,

and carried away a large bundle of hay with thiéelithan in the

middle of it fast asleep. He still, however, slept and did not awake
till he found himself in the mouth of the cow, whad taken him up
with a mouthful of hay: 'Good lack-a-day! said l@w did | manage
to tumble into the mill?* But he soon found out vehe really was,
and was obliged to have all his wits about him rideo that he might
not get between the cow's teeth, and so be crushddath. At last
down he went into her stomach. 'It is rather dagkeh said he; 'they
forgot to build windows in this room to let the sum a candle would
be no bad thing.’

Though he made the best of his bad luck, he didikehis quarters at
all; and the worst of it was, that more and morg has always



coming down, and the space in which he was becanadles and

smaller. At last he cried out as loud as he colldn't bring me any
more hay! Don't bring me any more hay!" The maiggesmed to be
just then milking the cow, and hearing some onelspEnd seeing
nobody, and yet being quite sure it was the saneevbat she had
heard in the night, she was so frightened thafelheff her stool and

overset the milk-pail. She ran off as fast as shéddcto her master the
parson, and said, 'Sir, sir, the cow is talkingiit Bhe parson said,
'‘Woman, thou art surely mad!" However, he went widr into the

cow-house to see what was the matter. Scarcelyhegoset their foot
on the threshold, when Tom called out, 'Don't brimggany more hay!
Then the parson himself was frightened; and thigpkime cow was

surely bewitched, ordered that she should be kilgdctly. So the

cow was killed, and the stomach, in which Tom hags thrown out

upon a dunghill.

Tom soon set himself to work to get out, which was$ a very easy
task; but at last, just as he had made room tdigeltead out, a new
misfortune befell him: a hungry wolf sprang outdaswallowed the
whole stomach with Tom in it at a single gulp, aad away. Tom,
however, was not disheartened; and, thinking théf would not
dislike having some chat with him as he was goilegp@ he called
out, 'My good friend, | can show you a famous ttédthere's that?'
said the wolf. 'In such and such a house," said, Taescribing his
father's house, 'you can crawl through the draia the kitchen and
there you will find cakes, ham, beef, and everyndhyour heart can
desire.' The wolf did not want to be asked twicetlgat very night he
went to the house and crawled through the dramtime kitchen, and
ate and drank there to his heart's content. As agdme was satisfied,
he wanted to get away, but he had eaten so muthehzould not get
out the same way that he came in. This was justt Wioan had
reckoned upon; and he now began to set up a dgneat,snaking all
the noise he could. 'Will you be quiet?' said tr@fwyou'll awaken
every body in the house.' 'What's that to me?' geddittle man: 'you
have had your frolic, now I've a mind to be merryseif;' and he
began again singing and shouting as loud as hel.coul

The woodman and his wife, being awakened by theengeeped
through a crack in the door; but when they saw that wolf was
there, you may well suppose that they were terfibijjrtened; and the
woodman ran for his axe, and gave his wife a scythdlow do you
stay behind,' said the woodman; 'and when | haveked him on the
head, do you rip up his belly for him with the $wit Tom heard all



this, and said, 'Father, father! | am here, thef Wat swallowed me:'
and his father said, 'Heaven be praised! we hawedf@ur dear child
again;' and he told his wife not to use the scytbefear she should
hurt him. Then he aimed a great blow, and struek wlolf on the
head, and killed him on the spot; and when he veasl dhey cut open
his body and set Tommy free. 'Ah!" said the fathehat fears we
have had for you!" 'Yes, father," answered heaviehtravelled all over
the world, since we parted, in one way or othed aaw | am very
glad to get fresh air again.' 'Why, where have peen?' said his
father. 'l have been in a mouse-hole, in a snalksdown a cow's
throat, and in the wolf's belly; and yet here | again safe and sound.’
'‘Well," said they 'we will not sell you again folt the riches in the
world." So they hugged and kissed their dear lgta, and gave him
plenty to eat and drink, and fetched new clotheshfm, for his old
ones were quite spoiled on his journey.



THE GRATEFUL BEASTS

A CERTAIN man, who had lost almost all his monegsalved to set
off with the little that was left him, and traveito the wide world.

Then the first place he came to was a village, wliee young people
were running about crying and shouting. 'What & thatter?' asked
he. 'See here," answered they, 'we have got a ntbhaseve make
dance to please us. Do look at him: what a drgihtsit is! how he

jumps about!" But the man pitied the poor littlewth and said, 'Let the
mouse go, and | will give you money." So he gawnthsome, and
took the mouse and let him run; and he soon junipieda hole that
was close by, and was out of their reach.

Then he travelled on and came to another villageel #here the
children had got an ass that they made stand ohint$ legs and
tumble, at which they laughed and shouted, and tievpoor beast no
rest. So the good man gave them also some money ttee poor ass
alone.

At the next village he came to, the young peoplé ¢pat a bear that
had been taught to dance, and they were plaguengdbr thing sadly.
Then he gave them too some money to let the beasingl the bear
was very glad to get on his four feet, and seenui@ Gappy.

But the man had now given away all the money heihatle world,

and had not a shilling in his pocket. Then saiddheimself, 'The king
has heaps of gold in his treasury that he neves;Useannot die of
hunger, | hope | shall be forgiven if | borrow #lé, and when | get
rich again | will repay it all.’

Then he managed to get into the treasury, and ®olery little
money; but as he came out the king's guards sawdurthey said he
was a thief, and took him to the Judge, and he seasenced to be
thrown into the water in a box. The lid of the beas full of holes to
let in air, and a jug of water and a loaf of breate given him.

Whilst he was swimming along in the water very sofully, he
heard something nibbling and biting at the lockd afi of a sudden it
fell off, the lid flew open, and there stood hisldtiend the little
mouse, who had done him this service. And then damass and the
bear, and pulled the box ashore; and all helped lbesause he had
been kind to them.



But now they did not know what to do next, and eg¢a consult
together; when on a sudden a wave threw on theeshdreautiful
white stone that looked like an egg. Then the kaat, 'That's a lucky
thing: this is the wonderful stone, and whoever ihasay have every
thing else that he wishes." So the man went ankkgicp the stone,
and wished for a palace and a garden, and a sthdreés; and his
wish was fulfilled as soon as he had made it. Ared he lived in his
castle and garden, with fine stables and horseb;ainvas so grand
and beautiful, that he never could wonder and ga#teenough.

After some time, some merchants passed by that ‘®ag,' said they,
'what a princely palace! The last time we were hiésgas nothing but
a desert waste." They were very curious to know ladiwthis had
happened; so they went in and asked the mastéregbalace how it
had been so quickly raised. 'l have done nothingefy answered he,
'it is the wonderful stone that did all." -'Whasteange stone that must
be!" said they: then he invited them in and showed them. They
asked him whether he would sell it, and offered hlhtheir goods for
it; and the goods seemed so fine and costly, thajuite forgot that
the stone would bring him in a moment a thousartteband richer
things, and he agreed to make the bargain.

Scarcely was the stone, however, out of his haeflsrd all his riches
were gone, and he found himself sitting in his lbothe water, with

his jug of water and loaf of bread by his side: Gnateful beasts, the
mouse, the ass, and the bear, came directly toh@pbut the mouse
found she could not nibble off the lock this tinfier it was a great
deal stronger than before. Then the bear said, et find the

wonderful stone again, or all our endeavours velFfuitless.’

The merchants, meantime, had taken up their abodeei palace; so
away went the three friends, and when they camg tleabear said,
'Mouse, go in and look through the key-hole andvgkeere the stone
is kept: you are small, nobody will see you.' Theuse did as she was
told, but, soon came back and said, 'Bad newsVv¢ haoked in, and
the stone hangs under the looking-glass by a il&dssing, and on
each side of it sits a great cat with fiery eyewatch it.'

Then the others took council together and said, B&ck again, and
wait till the master of the palace is in bed as|e¢ken nip his nose and
pull his hair." Away went the mouse, and did ay tteected her; and
the master jumped up very angry, and rubbed hig,nasd cried,

‘Those rascally cats are good for nothing at h#ytlet the mice eat



my very nose and pull the hair off my head.' Therhbnted them out
of the room; and so the mouse had the best ofaheeg

Next night as soon as the master was asleep, thsarwept in again;
and nibbled at the red silken string to which ttee hung, till down
it dropped, and she rolled it along to the doot; When it got there,
the poor little mouse was quite tired; so she s$aithe ass, 'Put in
your foot, and lift it over the threshold.' This sveoon done: and they
took up the stone, and set off for the water sideen the ass said,
'How shall we reach the box?' But the bear answéfdrht is easily
managed; | can swim very well, and do you, donkey, your fore
feet over my shoulders; - mind and hold fast, aaie tthe stone in
your mouth: as for you, mouse, you can sit in nty ea

It was all settled thus, and away they swam. A&dime, the bear
began to brag and boast: 'We are brave fellowsnetreve, ass?' said
he; ‘what do you think?' But the ass held his teng@nd said not a
word. 'Why don't you answer me?' said the beay tyost be an ill-

mannered brute not to speak when you're spokemtioen the ass
heard this, he could hold no longer; so he opernedmouth, and

dropped the wonderful stone. 'l could not speald ke; 'did not you

know | had the stone in my mouth? now 'tis lost] #rat's your fault.’

‘Do but hold your tongue and be quiet,’ said ther;pand let us think
what's to be done.’

Then a council was held : and at last they calbggther all the frogs,
their wives and families, relations and friendsd asaid: 'A great
enemy is coming to eat you all up; but never mimthg us up plenty
of stones, and we'll build a strong wall to guaodi.yThe frogs hearing
this were dreadfully frightened, and set to workinging up all the
stones they could find. At last came a large fag fpulling along the
wonderful stone by the silken string: and when lear saw it, he
jumped for joy, and said, 'Now we have found whatwmanted.' So he
released the old frog from his load, and told hontedl his friends they
might go about their business as soon as theyeqileas

Then the three friends swam off again for the bemgl the lid flew

open, and they found that they were but just iretifor the bread was
all eaten, and the jug almost empty. But as soadhegood man had
the stone in his hand, he wished himself safe anddin his palace
again; and in a moment there he was, with his gaesel his stables
and his horses; and his three faithful friends ¢weth him, and they

all spent their time happily and merrily as longlasy lived.



SNOW-DROP

IT was in the middle of winter, when the broad #akof snow were
falling around, that a certain queen sat working atindow, the frame
of which was made of fine black ebony; and as she lwoking out
upon the snow, she pricked her finger, and threp<diof blood fell
upon it. Then she gazed thoughtfully upon the redpsl which
sprinkled the white snow, and said, 'Would thatlitthe daughter may
be as white as that snow, as red as the bloodasbthck as the ebony
window-frame!" And so the little girl grew up: hekin was as white
as snow, her cheeks as rosy as the blood, anddireas black as
ebony; and she was called Snow-drop.

But this queen died; and the king soon marriedtarovife, who was
very beautiful, but so proud that she could notrlieahink that any
one could surpass her. She had a magical lookegsgto which she
used to go and gaze upon herself in it, and say,

Tell me, glass, tell me true!
Of all the ladies in the land,
Who is the fairest? tell me who?'
And the glass answered,
‘Thou, queen, art fairest in the land.’'

But Snow-drop grew more and more beautiful; and rwhbe was
seven years old, she was as bright as the dayaaredthan the queen
herself. Then the glass one day answered the qudwm she went to
consult it as usual,

‘Thou, queen, may'st fair and beauteous be,
But Snow-drop is lovelier far than thee!

When she heard this, she turned pale with rageeangt and called to
one of her servants and said, 'Take Snow-drop amtaythe wide

wood, that | may never see her more.' Then theaséted her away;
but his heart melted when she begged him to spardife, and he
said, 'l will not hurt thee, thou pretty child." &e left her by herself;
and though he thought it most likely that the whilelasts would tear



her in pieces, he felt as if a great weight wekeneaoff his heart when
he had made up his mind not to kill her, but lelageto her fate.

Then poor Snow-drop wandered along through the vimapleat fear;
and the wild beasts roared about her, but nonéelidny harm. In the
evening she came to a little cottage, and wenhénet to rest herself,
for her little feet would carry her no farther. Eydhing was spruce
and nest in the cottage: on the table was spreatiite cloth, and
there were seven little plates with seven littlavies, and seven little
glasses with wine in them; and knives and forkd iaiorder; and by
the wall stood seven little beds. Then, as she weag hungry, she
picked a little piece off each loaf, and drank ayvédtle wine out of
each glass; and after that she thought she waaildovn and rest. So
she tried all the little beds; and one was too Jargl another was too
short, till at last the seventh suited her; anddahghe laid herself
down, and went to sleep.

Presently in came the masters of the cottage, wli@ \seven little
dwarfs that lived among the mountains, and dug seatched for
gold. They lighted up their seven lamps, and saecty that all was
not right. The first said, 'Who has been sitting mg stool?' The
second, 'Who has been eating off my plate?' Thid,ttWho has been
picking my bread?' The fourth, 'Who has been maddivith my

spoon?' The fifth, 'Who has been handling my foik® sixth, 'Who
has been cutting with my knife?' The seventh, "Was been drinking
my wine?' Then the first looked round and said, dMlas been lying
on my bed?' And the rest came running to him, aretyeone cried
out that somebody had been upon his bed. But trente saw Snow-
drop, and called all his brethren to come and sgdnd they cried
out with wonder and astonishment, and brought thaenps to look at
her, and said, 'Good heavens! what a lovely cHhile is!" And they
were delighted to see her, and took care not toewad; and the
seventh dwarf slept an hour with each of the otlvearfs in turn, till

the night was gone.

In the morning, Snow-drop told them all her stagg they pitied her,
and said if she would keep all things in order, eodk and wash, and
knit and spin for them, she might stay where shg, &ad they would
take good care of her. Then they went out all denglto their work,
seeking for gold and silver in the mountains; andv-drop remained
at home: and they warned her, and said, 'The quwékesoon find out
where you are, so take care and let no one in.’



But the queen, now that she thought Snow-drop veasl dbelieved
that she was certainly the handsomest lady inahe;land she went to
her glass and said,

Tell me, glass, tell me true!
Of all the ladies in the land,
Who is fairest? tell me who?'
And the glass answered,
"Thou, queen, art the fairest in all this land,;
But over the hills, in the greenwood shade,
Where the seven dwarfs their dwelling have made,
There Snow-drop is hiding her head, and she
Is lovelier far, O queen! than thee.'

Then the queen was very much alarmed; for she khatvthe glass
always spoke the truth, and was sure that the sehzal betrayed her.
And she could not bear to think that any one livdtb was more
beautiful than she was; so she disguised hersethasld pedlar, and
went her way over the hills to the place wheredarfs dwelt. Then
she knocked at the door, and cried 'Fine wareslid Snow-drop
looked out at the window, and said, '‘Good-day, gewodhan; what
have you to sell?” 'Good wares, fine wares," shie, daces and
bobbins of all colours.' 'l will let the old ladw;i she seems to be a
very good sort of body," thought Snow-drop; so slre down, and
unbolted the door. '‘Bless me!" said the old womlaoyw badly your
stays are laced! Let me lace them up with one ofhig new laces.’
Snow-drop did not dream of any mischief; so shedtap before the
old woman; but she set to work so nimbly, and putlee lace so tight,
that Snowdrop lost her breath, and fell down ahéd were dead.

There's an end of all thy beauty," said the sglitglieen, and went
away home.

In the evening the seven dwarfs returned; and trest say how
grieved they were to see their faithful Snow-driretshed upon the
ground motionless, as if she were quite dead. Hewdhey lifted her
up, and when they found what was the matter, theyhe lace; and in
a little time she began to breathe, and soon caniliéetagain. Then
they said, 'The old woman was the queen hersdd& tare another
time, and let no one in when we are away.'



When the queen got home, she went straight tolaes,gand spoke to
it as usual; but to her great surprise it stiltdsali

‘Thou, queen, art the fairest in all this land;

But over the hills, in the greenwood shade,
Where the seven dwarfs their dwelling have made,
There Snow-drop is hiding her head; and she

Is lovelier far, O queen! than thee.’

Then the blood ran cold in her heart with spite aralice to see that
Snow-drop still lived; and she dressed herself ggrain a disguise,
but very different from the one she wore beforej ok with her a
poisoned comb. When she reached the dwarfs' cothgeknocked at
the door, and cried 'Fine wares to sell!' But Srivap said, 'l dare not
let any one in." Then the queen said, 'Only lookmat beautiful
combs;' and gave her the poisoned one. And it kbace pretty that
she took it up and put it into her hair to try litut the moment it
touched her head the poison was so powerful thatfsh down
senseless. 'There you may lie," said the queenwant her way. But
by good luck the dwarfs returned very early thagreng; and whew
they saw Snow-drop lying on the ground, they théoughat had
happened, and soon found the poisoned comb. And wies took it
away, she recovered, and told them all that hadeguasand they
warned her once more not to open the door to ary on

Meantime the queen went home to her glass, andteghwith rage
when she received exactly the same answer as beflodeshe said,
'Snow-drop shall die, if it costs me my life." Sweswvent secretly into
a chamber, and prepared a poisoned apple: thedeutsoked very
rosy and tempting, but whoever tasted it was sardi¢. Then she
dressed herself up as a peasant's wife, and tdveller the hills to
the dwarfs' cottage, and knocked at the door; Imawsdrop put her
head out of the window and said, 'l dare not let ane in, for the
dwarfs have told me not.' 'Do as you please,’ tadld woman, 'but
at any rate take this pretty apple; I will make yopresent of it." ‘No,’
said Snow-drop, 'l dare not take it." "You sillyllgianswered the other,
'what are you afraid of? do you think it is poisd®d&€ome! do you eat
one part, and | will eat the other." Now the appés so prepared that
one side was good, though the other side was paisorhen Snow-
drop was very much tempted to taste, for the alopleed exceedingly
nice; and when she saw the old woman eat, she aefildin no
longer. But she had scarcely put the piece intonheuth, when she



fell down dead upon the ground. 'This time nothwif save thee,
said the queen; and she went home to her glasstdast it said

‘Thou, queen, art the fairest of all the fair.'

And then her envious heart was glad, and as happueh a heart
could be.

When evening came, and the dwarfs returned horag,fttund Snow-
drop lying on the ground: no breath passed her hpsl they were
afraid that she was quite dead. They lifted heram combed her
hair, and washed her face with wine and waterabwas in vain, for
the little girl seemed quite dead. So they laid th@wn upon a bier,
and all seven watched and bewailed her three wthays; and then
they proposed to bury her: but her checks werkreslly, and her face
looked just as it did while she was alive; so tkaid, "We will never
bury her in the cold ground." And they made a oofii glass, so that
they might still look at her, and wrote her namemjt, in golden let-
ters, and that she was a king's daughter. And ¢fffenovas placed
upon the hill, and one of the dwarfs always sait laypd watched. And
the birds of the air came too, and bemoaned Snoyw:dirst of all
came an owl, and then a raven, but at last canoee d

And thus Snow-drop lay for a long long time, anitl shly looked as

though she were asleep; for she was even now ds afisnow, and
as red as blood, and as black as ebony. At laginaepcame and
called at the dwarfs’ house; and he saw Snow-dto@,read what was
written in golden letters. Then he offered the dwanoney, and
earnestly prayed them to let him take her awayihey said, "We will

not part with her for all the gold in the world.t Fast however they
had pity on him, and gave him the coffin: but thement he lifted it

up to carry it home with him, the piece of applk fimm between her
lips, and Snow-drop awoke, and said, 'Where anAn@ the prince

answered, 'Thou art safe with me." Then he told dletthat had

happened, and said, 'l love you better than alivibdd: come with

me to my father's palace, and you shall be my Wifed Snow-drop

consented, and went home with the prince; and eteing was

prepared with great pomp and splendour for theddira.

To the feast was invited, among the rest, Snow-dglroldl enemy the
gueen; and as she was dressing herself in fineclothes, she looked
in the glass, and said,

Tell me, glass, tell me true!
Of all the ladies in the land.



Who is fairest? tell me who?"
And the glass answered,
‘Thou, lady, art loveliest here, | ween;
But lovelier far is the new-made queen.'

When she heard this, she started with rage; buéimey and curiosity
were so great, that she could not help settingmaee the bride. And
when she arrived, and saw that it was no other 8raw-drop, who,
as she thought, had been dead a long while, sHeedhwith passion,
and fell ill and died; but Snow-drop and the pritived and reigned
happily over that land many many years.



THE WATER OF LIFE

LONG before you and | were born there reigned, aoantry a great
way off, a king who had three sons. This king ofedevery ill, so ill
that nobody thought he would live. His sons werg/wauch grieved
at their father's sickness; and as they walked imgdp the garden of
the palace, an old man met them and asked whatailez They told
him their father was so ill that they were afraiothing could save
him. 'l know what would,' said the old man; 'itihe Water of Life. If
he could have a draught of it he would be well maghut it is very
hard to get.' Then the eldest son said, 'l willrsbod it," and went to
the sick king, and begged that he might go in $eafdhe Water of
Life, as it was the only thing that could save hiNp," said the king; 'l
had rather die than place you in such great daagegmou must meet
with in your journey.' But he begged so hard that king let him go;
and the prince thought to himself, 'If 1 bring mgther this water |
shall be his dearest son, and he will make metbdirs kingdom.'

Then he set out, and when he had gone on his wag §me he came
to a deep valley overhung with rocks and woods; asiche looked
around there stood above him on one of the rodikeadwarf, who
called out to him and said, 'Prince, whither hadtesu so fast?' 'What
is that to you, little ugly one?' said the princearingly, and rode on
his way. But the little dwarf fell into a great gt his behaviour, and
laid a spell of ill luck upon him, sthat, as he rode on, the mountain
pass seemed to become narrower and narrower, dadtdhe way,
was so straitened that he could not go a step fdiwand when he
thought to have turned his horse round and gon& bee way he
came, the passage he found had closed behindaaldshut him quite
up; he next tried to get off his horse and makentag on foot, but this
he was unable to do, and so there he was forcabide spell-bound.

Meantime the king his father was lingering on inlyddope of his

return, till at last the second son said, 'Fathetll go in search of this
Water;' for he thought to himself, 'My brother igely dead, and the
kingdom will fall to me if | have good luck in mypuyrney." The king
was at first very unwilling to let him go, but aist yielded to his wish.
So he set out and followed the same road whichiaher had taken,
and met the same dwarf; who stopped him at the sk and said
as before, 'Prince, whither hastest thou so fastiPid your own

affairs, busy body!" answered the prince scornfudiyd rode off. But



the dwarf put the same enchantment upon him, arehwike came like
the other to the narrow pass in the mountains lidaoeither move
forward nor backward. Thus it is with proud sillggple, who think
themselves too wise to take advice.

When the second prince had thus stayed away a \dnlg, the
youngest said he would go and search for the Waitdrife, and
trusted he should soon be able to make his fatledk again. The
dwarf met him too at the same spot, and said,CBriwhither hastest
thou so fast?' and the prince said, 'l go in seafdche Water of Life,
because my father is ill and like to die: - can ymlp me?' 'Do you
know where it is to be found?' asked the dwarf.,"Naid the prince.
‘Then as you have spoken to me kindly and soughadwice, | will
tell you how and where to go. The Water you seeingp from a well
in an enchanted castle, and that you may be aligje to safety | will
give you an iron wand and two little loaves of latestrike the iron
door of the castle three times with the wand, andili open: two
hungry lions will be lying down inside gaping fdreir prey; but if
you throw them the bread they will let you pasgntihasten on to the
well and take some of the Water of Life before teck strikes
twelve, for if you tarry longer the door will shupon you for ever.'

Then the prince thanked the dwarf for his friendigl, and took the
wand and the bread and went travelling on and @r sga and land,
till he came to his journey's end, and found eubtigg to be as the
dwarf had told him. The door flew open at the thatdoke of the
wand, and when the lions were quieted he went mugh the castle,
and came at length to a beautiful hall; arounctishw several knights
sitting in a trance; then he pulled off their ringsd put them on his
own fingers. In another room he saw on a table @dwand a loaf of
bread, which he also took. Farther on he came tooan where a
beautiful young lady sat upon a couch, who welcotmieal joyfully,
and said, if he would set her free from the spwdt tbound her, the
kingdom should be his if he would come back in aryand marry her;
then she told him that the well that held the Walfekife was in the
palace gardens, and bade him make haste and dratvhehwanted
before the clock struck twelve. Then he went ord as he walked
through beautiful gardens he came to a delightialdg spot in which
stood a couch; and he thought to himself, as hetifeld, that he
would rest himself for a while and gaze on the lp\szenes around
him. So he laid himself down, and sleep fell upam knawares and
he did not wake up till the clock was striking aader to twelve; then
he sprung from the couch dreadfully frightened, tathe well, filled



a cup that was standing by him full of Water, aradtbned to get
away in time. Just as he was going out of the boor it struck
twelve, and the door fell so quickly upon him thidbre away a piece
of his heel.

When he found himself safe he was overjoyed tdtthiat he had got
the Water of Life; and as he was going on his wagnéwards, he
passed by the little dwarf, who when he saw therdvemd the loaf
said, "You have made a noble prize; with the swanal can at a blow
slay whole armies, and the bread will never faihen the prince
thought to himself, 'l cannot go home to my fatlathout my
brothers;' so he said, 'Dear dwarf, cannot younlwhere my two
brothers are, who set out in search of the Watéifefbefore me and
never came back?' 'l have shut them up by a chatwelen two
mountains,' said the dwarf, 'because they weredcbamd ill behaved,
and scorned to ask advice' The prince begged sbfbahis brothers
that the dwarf at last set them free, though umgly, saying,
'‘Beware of them, for they have bad hearts." Theather, however,
was greatly rejoiced to see them, and told thenthall had happened
to him, how he had found the Water of Life, and taicen a cup full
of it, and how he had set a beautiful princess frem a spell that
bound her; and how she had engaged to wait a wiale and then to
marry him and give him the kingdom. Then they allee rode on
together, and on their way home came to a couhtitywas laid waste
by war and a dreadful famine, so that it was feadnust die for
want. But the prince gave the king of the land bhead, and all his
kingdom ate of it. And he slew the enemy's armyhwitte wonderful
sword, and left the kingdom in peace and plentythetnsame manner
he befriended two other countries that they paskesligh on their
way.

When they came to the sea, they got into a shigd, daming their
voyage the two eldest said to themselves, 'Ourhbrobhas got the
Water which we could not find, therefore our fatmell forsake us,
and give him the kingdom which is our right;" s@yhwere full of
envy and revenge, and agreed together how they coud him. They
waited till he was fast asleep, and then poured\heer of Life out of
the cup and took it for themselves, giving himdyitea-water instead.
And when they came to their journey's end, the geshson brought
his cup to the sick king, that he might drink aredHealed. Scarcely,
however, had he tasted the bitter sea-water whebhebhame worse
even than he was before, and then both the eldexr same in and
blamed the youngest for what he had done, andtlsaiche wanted to



poison their father, but that they had found thetéaf Life and had
brought it with them. He no sooner began to dririkwdnat they

brought him, than he felt his sickness leave hing was as strong
and well as in his young days; then they went teirtibrother a
laughed at him, and said, 'Well, brother, you fotimel Water of Life,

did you? you have had the trouble and we shall tlaeeeward; pray,
with all your cleverness why did not you manage&eep your eyes
open? Next year one of us will take away your b&dyprincess, if

you do not take care; you had better say nothirmutathis to our

father, for he does not believe a word you say, iaiydu tell tales,

you shall lose your life into the bargain, but heet and we will let

you off.'

The old king was still very angry with his youngssin and thought
he really meant to have taken away his life; sochided his court
together and asked what should be done, and itsetiked that he
should be put to death. The prince knew nothingvioat was going
on, till one day when the king's chief huntsman weiunting with
him, and they were alone in the wood together,hilvetsman looked
so sorrowful that the prince said, 'My friend, wigthe matter with
you?' 'l cannot and dare not tell you," said het tBa prince begged
hard and said, 'Only say what it is, and do natkHishall be angry,
for I will forgive you.' 'Alas!" said the huntsmalthe king has ordered
me to shoot you.' The prince started at this, and, 4 et me live, and
I will change dresses with you; you shall take myal coat to show
to my father, and do you give me your shabby oNéith all my
heart," said the huntsman; 'l am sure | shall be g save you, for |
could not have shot you.' Then he took the prinoe&t, and gave him
the shabby one, and went away through the wood.

Some time after, three grand embassies came toldhkeing's court,

with rich gifts of gold and precious stones for gingest son, which
were sent from the three kings to whom he hadHensword and loaf
of bread, to rid them of their enemy, and feed rthpeople. This

touched the old king's heart, and he thought his reaght still be

guiltless, and said to his court, 'Oh! that my wsame still alive! how it

grieves me that | had him killed!" 'He still livesaid the huntsman,;
‘and | rejoice that | had pity on him, and saved,Hor when the time
came, | could not shoot him, but let him go in eand brought home
his royal coat.' At this the king was overwhelmethwoy, and made
it known throughout all his kingdom, that if hisnrsvould come back
to his court, he would forgive him.



Meanwhile the princess was eagerly waiting the rretof her
deliverer, and had a road made leading up to Haceall of shining
gold; and told her courtiers that whoever came ansé¢back and rode
straight up to the gate upon it, was her true lpgad that they must
let him in; but whoever rode on one side of it,ytimeust be sure was
not the right one, and must send him away at once.

The time soon came, when the eldest thought hedvoake haste to
go to the princess, and say that he was the onehaticset her free,
and that he should have her for his wife, and thgdom with her. As
he came before the palace and saw the goldenmeatppt to look at
it, and thought to himself, 'It is a pity to ridpan this beautiful road;’
so he turned aside and rode on the right of it.vidwgn he came to the
gate, the guards said to him, he was not what idehgawas, and must
go about his business. The second prince set aut afterwards on
the same errand; and when he came to the golden aiod his horse
had set one foot upon it, he stopt to look at nigl #hought it very
beautiful, and said to himself, 'What a pity itth&t any thing should
tread here!" then he too turned aside and rodenerefft of it. But
when he came to the gate the guards said he wakettue prince,
and that he too must go away.

Now when the full year was come, the third brotledt the wood,
where he had laid for fear of his father's anged, set out in search of
his betrothed bride. So he journeyed on, thinkihdper all the way,
and rode so quickly that he did not even see tlhdegaoad, but went
with his horse straight over it; and as he cantbeaate, it flew open,
and the princess welcomed him with joy, and saidvas her deliverer
and should now be her husband and lord of the kimgdand the
marriage was soon kept with great feasting. Whewais over, the
princess told him she had heard of his father lgafongiven him, and
of his wish to have him home again: so he wentisa kim, and told
him every thing, how his brothers had cheated adbed him, and
yet that he had borne all these wrongs for the whvais father. Then
the old king was very angry, and wanted to punishwicked sons;
but they made their escape, and got into a shipsaiidd away over
the wide sea, and were never heard of any more.
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